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“A word after a word after a word is power.”  

― Margaret Atwood 
“In writing, you must kill all your darlings.”  

― William Faulkner 
“And by the way, everything in life is writable about if you have the outgoing guts to do it, and the 

imagination to improvise. The worst enemy to creativity is self-doubt.” 
― Sylvia Plath 

Course Description 
In this course, you will further develop your essay-writing abilities by exploring the genre of expository 
writing. You will be introduced to multiple types of essays as well as ways to organize your writing for 
your desired purpose/audience. You will improve on your grammar, syntax, and vocabulary skills through 
workshopping and mini-lessons during the writing process. As a member of a workshop atmosphere, you 
will revise your pieces numerous times during the semester and produce multiple drafts. In addition to 
expository writing, this course integrates memoir, poetry and fiction writing. 
 

Evaluation and Grading Policy 
Grades will be based on “mini”-assessments and large writing assessments. 

❏ Late work: I accept late work up to a week after an assessment is due but expect that the 
assignment turned in is completed to the best of your ability. 10% of points will be deducted from 
any assessment that is not turned in on the day it is due; 1 point will be deducted from any 
“mini”-assessment. If late work becomes a trend, I will ask you to meet with me so that we can 
come up with a plan to alleviate overdue assignments.  

❏ Note: Large writing assignments will be workshopped multiple times, so by the due date, 
you should have the completed assignment ready on the day it is due.  

❏ Re-assessments: You will be writing several drafts before turning in a final writing assignment 
for this class. Therefore, you are encouraged and expected to reassess every writing piece! 

 
Course Policies and Expectations 

1. Arrive to class prepared and on time. Make sure all of your assessments are completed and 
printed out on the day that they are due. You will not be able to print out an assignment during 
class. 

       2.   Be honest as a person and as a student. Please review the document on my website about  
plagiarism and the school’s policy about cheating in the “Classroom Resources” tab. If you have 
any questions about correct citations, ask me for help as you are working on your  
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             assignment, not after you receive your grade. 
       3.   Turn off your cell phone during class unless we are using it for an activity.  If you need to  

contact someone, speak with me and we can arrange a way for you to do so.  
       4.  If you are absent, send me an email.  I will email you back with any missing assignments  

attached by the end of the day.  If you are unable to email me, schedule to meet with me during  
advisory.  Please do not interrupt class on the day you get back to obtain work that you missed 
while you were absent.  

        5.   Use technology responsibly. Our class will use the Chromebook cart to complete  
written assessments.  If you cannot use this technology properly, your access will be taken  
Away and you will write your assignments by hand. 

 

Course  Overview 
Below is a tentative outline of what we will be focusing on in this course... 

➔ Grammar and vocabulary (in context/during the writing process and through activities 
from The Lively Art of Writing, by Lucile Vaughan Payne) 
Understanding the complexities and nuances behind our crazy language! 
Identifying the parts of speech and their roles in sentences 
Analyzing how parts of a sentence work together and how errors in syntax occur 
Incorporating correct grammar into personal and academic writing 
Using the most effective language and vocabulary for your intended purpose 

➔ Cause and Effect essay 
Using evidence effectively 
Developing your expository writing “voice” 
Experimenting with different formats/styles of organization 

➔ How-To essay 
Explaining a detailed process through organized writing  
Incorporating humor into the “serious essay” 

➔ Descriptive essay 
Using the five senses to make a person, place, thing, or idea accessible to your audience 

➔ Definition essay 
Finding a balance between informative and personal writing 
Researching and defining abstract terms 

➔ If time allows: fiction, memoir, digital essays, and poetry writing will also be included! 
For all of these units, we will be journaling, discussing, reading mentor texts, and experimenting 

with techniques inherent in each genre. Keep in mind, this is a workshop setting, so you will be writing every 

single day and you will be encouraged to work at your own pace.   

 

* Come to class with a pencil and an open mind, and you will grow as a writer; I promise. * 


